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COMMUNICATIONS. 

** Looking for, and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, 
wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the ele- 
ments SHALL MELT WITH FERVENT HEAT.” 2 Pet. 3 ch. 12 v. 

Having a different view of this subject, from that of such as claim 
to be orthodox, I have ventured to pen my thoughts,hoping that some 
one more able, may appear to vindicate the truth and beauty of this 
portion of the divine record. 

** Looking for,’’—shows that believers were then expecting the 
‘day of God” to be manifested—For the Saviour had informed his 
disciples, that it would come before that generation should pass a- 
way: though none knew either the day or the hour, ** but the Fa- 
ther only”. Peter wrote about A. D. 64, and is supposed to have 
suffered martyrdom, three years afterwards, near the close of Nero’s 


reign, and less than four years prior to the siege of Jerusalem.— 
“And hasting &c.’ "Believers were nigh to, daily looking for, and 


expecting ‘the day of God.” They ‘did not merely look for its 
coming at some future, yet distant period, but as hastening its a 
proach. That day accordingly came, in about four years ‘after this 


epistle is supposed to have been written. But for the elect’s sake,- 


those days shall be shortened.” Matt. 24. ch. 22. ver. — It appears, 
that Paul thought the Thessalonians fully understood this subject ; 
for he says, 1 Thess. 5. 1—4. ‘* But of the times and seasons, 
brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. For yourselves 
know perfectly, that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the 
night. For when they shall say, peace and safety ; then sudden de- 
spaction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child ; 
and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, 
that that day should overtake you as a thief.” 

Now is it rational to suppose, that those unbelievers who have been 
dead nearly 2000 years, have all this time thought, and now think 
and will to the end of time, that they are in safety ; and that they 
will then be raised and sent to endless torment ! 

‘Of the day of God.”—This day of God is the time of punish- 
nent inflicted on the Jews for their disobedience ; and is frequently 
spoken of in the Bible. Moses describes their punishment in the 

26th chapter of Leviticus ; andin Deuteronomy, 28. chap. 53. ver. 
says, ‘* Thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of th 

sons and of thy daughters, which the Lord thy God hath oath 
thee,in the siege, and in the straitness wherewith thine enemies shall 


distress thee.”? ‘This actually took place according to Josephus, du- 
a the siege d Jerusalem.—Joel 1. ch. _ ‘** Alas for the day, 
r the day of the Lord is at hand. and as a destruction from the 
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Almighty shall it come.” Also 2. ch. 1. 2. ver. ‘* Blow ye the 
trumpet in Zion, and Si an alarm in my holy mountain ; let all 
the inhabitants of the land tremble ; for the day of the Lord cometh 
—a day of daikness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick dark- 
ness, as the morning spread upon the mountains; a great people, 
and a strong ; there hath not been even the like, neither Shall be a- 
ny more after it, even to the years of many genecations.” 

Daniel 12 . ch. 1, ver. says *‘and there shall be a time of trouble, 
such as never was since there was a nation, even to that same time;”’ 
which perfectly corresponds with that quoted from Joel, in reference 
to the day of the Lord. 

The Saviour was doubtless speaking of the same period, when he 
says, Matt. 16. ch. 27, 28. vers. **For the Son of man shall come 
in ‘the glory of his Father, with his angels; and then he shall reward 
every man according to his works. Verily I say unto you, there be 
some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the 
Son of man coming in his kingdom.’? The last verse of the 8. ch. 
of Mark, and the 1. ver. of the 9. ch. are parallel texts. Any per- 
son who will read and compare the 13. ch. of Mark with the forego- 
ing quotations, must be convinced of the correctness of this view, 
of the day of the Lord spoken of in the verse at the head of this ar- 
ticle. This period is by t e Saviour, denominated the “days of ven- 
geance,” in Luke 21. ch. 22. ver; and Amos 8. ch. 5. ver. says, 
* the songs of the Temple shall be howlings in that day,” and that 
*¢there shall be many dead bodies in every place.” Surely this day 
of the Lord, so long and so often announced by the prophets ; so 
particularly described by our Saviour, both as to circumstances and 
time ; and so perfectly understood by the Apostles and primitive 
christians, ¢ can have no relation to a future state ; but to that peri- 
od when God took signal vengeance on his apostate people, and gio- 
rified himself before all nations in the fulfilment of the sure word of 
prophecy- 

‘The heavens-”-—This with the phrase ‘kingdom of heaven,” un- 
doubtedly signifies in this and other places of the sacred volume, the 
Jewish church or economy. Isaiah 34. ch. 4, 5. vers. says, ** and 
all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shail be 
rolled tegether as a scroll ; and all their host shall fall dow n, as the 
leaf falleth off from the vine,and as a falling fig from the fig-tree. For 
my sword shall be bathed in heaven &c.” This language is used, in 
such connexion as clearly to show, that in the impending calamities 
of¢Idumea, and other neighboring countries, the inhabitants of Pal- 
estine—the people of Israel—the church of God would be great suf- 
ferers. The Saviour in Matt. 24. ch. 29. ver. after having named 
the particular signs preceding the destruction of the Jewish Temple 
and polity, describes that event in the following manner :—** Imme- 
diately after the tribulation of those days shall “the sun be darkened, 
and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers “of the heavens shall be shaken.” If any 
‘loubts should arise, respecting the application of this passage of the 
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Jewish hierarchy, they will be at once removed by reading the 34. 
yer. where the Saviour says, ‘* verily I say unto you this generation 
shall not pass, till ali these things be fulfilled.”” But to put this 
construction beyond controversy compare Hag. 2. ch. 6. ver. with 
Heb. 12. ch. 26, 27, vers. where it is said, ‘‘yet once more I shake 
not the earth only, but also heaven ; and this word, yet once more, 
signifiéth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things 
that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may re- 
main.”” Sufficent testimony has thus been given, to prove that hea- 
ven here means the Jewish polity or dispensation. 

‘* Beng on fire.”—Fire is often used in a figurative sense in the 
Scriptures. Passion, indignation, the work of purification or des- 
iruction is represented by the term fire. Thus the dissolving or re- 
moving of the heavens, is here said to be effected by fire. | It is al- 
so indicative of punishment or suffering; and surely no people ever 
suffered so much, as those under the heaven of the Jews. Hence 
while it represents the destruction of the legal dispensation, it com- 
prises the accumulated miseries of the devoted people of Israel.— 
Isaiah says, 9. ch. 19. ver. ‘* Through the wrath of the Lord of 
hosts is the land darkened, and the people shall be as the fuel of 
the fire ; no man shall spare his brother.” ‘The chastisements of 
God, are thus spoken of, Amos 5. ch. 6. ver. ‘* Seek the Lord, and 
ye shall live ; lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph and 
devour it, and there be none to quench it in Bethel.”? Thus by the 
‘**heavens being on fire,”” we learn that the Jews as a nation or 
church having through the blindness of their minds, filled ‘*up the 
measure of their iniquities,” should receive ‘*a just recompense of 
reward.” 

*¢ Shall be dissolved.’°—This shows that the time was then future, 
though it by no means follows, that it continues to be so. If our 
views of this subject be correct, it has long since been completely 
fulfilled. ‘To dissolve, signifies to separate, decompose or to melt. 
Thus it appears, that by **the heavens being#dissolved,” is meant.the 
dissolution of the ligaments by which the Jewish National church 
was bound together. ‘This disorganization was not only designed, 
for the punishment of that wicked and perverse nation ; but was 
necessary to the introduction and establishment of the gospel, or 
‘the new heavens and new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” 
{saiah describing the visitations of God’s judgments upon the na- 
tions for sin says, 24. ch. 19. ver. ‘*The earth is utterly broken 
down, the earth is clean dissolved, the earth is moved exceeding- 
ly,” By which nothing more can be intended than the change, 
perversion, transfer, or destruction of government and authority. 

‘* Elements.”°—By this word the apostles designated the rites and 
ceremonies of the Jewish church, embracing the traditions of the fa- 
thers, and the consequent bigotry and self-righteousness of those, 
who by their observances expected justification. ‘The term elements, 
is used by the apostle Paul, in relation to a controversy on the sub- 
tect of legal observances, in such manner as to admit no rationat 





ae Ne OS ‘ 
— 


ane ee = NP Se 
NP OS 


oe 
Beene 


arcs wale 


ee 
- 
ee 











304 Letter. 


doubt of its application to the Jewish law, in Gal. 4. ch. 3 and 9 
vers. ** Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under 
the elements of the world.” **But now after ye have known God, or 
rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beg- 
garly elements whereunto ye desire to be again in bondage.” 

The word rudiments is but a different rendering of the same 
term,elsewhere rendered elements, and is manifestly applied to Jew- 
ish ordinances in Col. 2. ch. 8, and 20. vers. ‘* Beware lest any 
man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradi- 
tions of men, after the rudimants of the world,and not after Christ.” 
** Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ, from the rudiments of the 
world, why as though ‘iving in the world are ye subject to ordi. 
nances, 

*¢ Shall melt.”°—The same, or nearly the same is here meant, as 

in the preceding expression, “ shall be dissolved,”’ and imports the 
dissolution of the subject to which it is applied: Here it should be 
remerked, that all the peculiar rites of the law, were effectually re- 
moved and done away, by the destruction of the city and temple of 
Jerusalem, and the conquest and dispersion of the nation of the 
Jews. 
v ** With fervent heat.”—This expression had been used in ver. 10. 
and is equivalent to very great heat. ‘This preserves the connexion, 
and train of ideas, suggested by a former part of the sentence—the 
heavens being on fire, shall be dissolved, by which, we have seen a 
state of suffering was intended ; here the notion of intense and 
uncommon miseries is impressed. And who that turns his 
attention to the unexampled calamities and most aggravating mis- 
eries of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, but will perceive a very remar- 
kable fitness in the phraseology ef this passage ? 

Thus viewing this subject, we find a beautiful concatenation of 
scripture prophecies, and view their complete and remarkable ful- 
filment. ‘The mind 1s not shocked with unnatural and anti-philoso- 
phical theories of the decomposition of the planets and atmosphere, 
and the consequent re-production of organized matter phenix-like 
from its own ashes : but we behold the entire abrogation and dissolu- 
tion of that elementary dispensation, which exalted the Jews to hea- 
ven, in point of privilege—their exemplary chastisement for the 
greatest offences—a severity in its inflication unparalleled—and a 
monument erected and consecrated to the christian religion, im- 
perishable as truth. We behold the ‘*new heaven and new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness,” in the new order of things under 
the gospel dispensation ; and the counsel of Jehovah gloriously re- 
vealed for the advancement and perfection of knowledge, purity, 
and happiness. J. H. 


To the Rev. Benjamin Paddock, of Lowville. 

Rey. Srr—Not long since, I attended one of your meetings, hel 
in the Methodist Meeting-House, in this village, when you endeav- 
ored to support the unmerciful doctrine of never ending torments. 
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As a foundation for your discourse, you selected Isa. S. ch. 10. 11. 
vers. **say ye to the righteous thatit shall be well .with him ; for 
they shall eat the fruit of their doigs. Woe unto the wicked ! it 
shall be ill with him ; for the rew ard of his hands shall be given him.”’ 
After quoting a passage from Isa. 28. ch. 10. ver. where it is said 
‘* precept must be upon precept ; line upon line ; here a little and 
there a little; and applying it to mankind gener ‘ally, you proceed- 
ed to show that the wicked would certainly be punished for their 
sins. This truth sir, is in perfect accordance wi ith the loctrine of 
your text; and is a fact which ought not tobe dented by any. That 
God will render to every man ace ording to his deeds, is the uniform 
language of scripture. 

But ‘what does man deserve? You say, ‘‘every man deserves 
endless punishment.” If se, every man will receive it; for God 
will by no means clear the guilty. Thus you seal not only your 
own damnation, but the endless damnation of the whole huran race! 
But if our actions are like ourselves, finite ind limited im their na- 
ture ; then, neither do our evil deeds deserve endless punishment, 
nor our good ones, endless happiness ; and consequently, we may 
expect salvation as the gift of God, and not ef works. 

That any one, after having reatl the three first chapters ef Isaiah, 
should contend for rewards and punishments in a future state of ex- 
istence, from your text, is surprising: fur it evidently considers 
righteousness, or obedience and its frui‘, as inseperably connected. 
‘¢ They shall eat the fruit of their doings 5” that is, while they are 
willing and obedient, they ‘* shall eat the good of the land,”? and no 


longer $ ; on the other hand, it is sail of the wicked, **the reward of 
Ss 


his hands shall be given him.”” When? You say. ina future state 
of existence ; I say, as in the language immediately preceding your 
text, **woe unto their soul, for they have rewarded evil unto them- 
selves.’ 


A number of passages of scripture, were adduced in support of 


your doctrine: these deserve to be considered. 
The firstis Rom. 6. ch. 23. ver. ** The wages of sinis death.” 
But here, not content with the plain, simple language of the Apos- 
tle, you added the word eternal; and told your he: irers, that it meant 
eternal or endles death. But had you read the remainder of the 
verse, you would have found this idea positively refuted ; for it is 
immediately added, ‘but the gift of God, is eternal life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” This part of the verse, it seems, was very 
cautiously omitted. It was admitted, that moral death was here in- 
tended ; ‘and that it existe ouly ina relative sense—simply ay 8 
ing the mbsonse of moral life ‘This death has uassed upon alls for 
all have sinned ; and will remain upon all, until they are qickioes 
or made alive, which is the gift of God. When grace shall rei fab 
through righteousness unto eternal lifes then will be brought to pass 
the saying which is written, ‘death is swallowed up In victory.’ 
But an endless death can never be destroyed, or swallowed up in 
victory. 
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The next passage which I shall notice, as quoted by you, is, Ezek. 
18. ch. 2. ver. ** The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” All we learn 
from this passage, is, that the innocent shall not suffer for the guilty, 
nor the guilty go unpunished ; but that every man shall die for his 
own sins 3 that he who decth wrong, shall receive for the wrong 
which he hath done, and that God is no respecter of persons, but e- 
qual, just and righteous in all his ways. 

Luse 10, 15. was next quoted, ‘*and thou Capernaum, which art 
exalted to henvens shalt be brought down to hell.”? Here we had 
your bare assertion, that the hell mentioned.in this passage, means 
endless misery in a future state. Certainly the text itself conveys 
no such idea. If the high privileges which they as a people enjoyed 
from the hand of God, constituted the heaven to which they were ex- 
alted, then the reverse of this constituted the hell into which they 
were actually brought. 

The next passage to be noticed, 1 is, Mark 9. 45,49. ‘* And if thy 
hand offend thee, cut it off; itis better for thee to enter into life 
maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that nev- 
er shal! be quenched ; where their worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched, &c.” Here you endeavored to persuade your near- 
ers, that the doctrine of endless torment was clearly taught. But 
sir, had you consulted the next verse, you would have found the sav- 
ing nature of this fire, clearly described. For it is there said, that 
‘*every one shall be salted with fire.” ‘The cleansing, and saving 
nature of salt is well known to all. That this fire is unquenchable, 
is freely admitted ; and it is upon this very ground that we contend 
for the salvation of the sinner. Our Saviour concludes his remarks 
upon this subject, by exhorting his disciples to have this salt or fire 
in themselves, that they might have peace one with another. Butit 
may be asked, if this fire is of such a saving nature, why our Saviour 
exhorted his disc iples to part with a hand, foot, or an eye, rather thar 
be exposed to it? To this | answer ; for the same reason, that St. 
Paul in speaking of Christ as the only foundation, exhorts every man 
to take heed how he buildeth thereupon, saying. * if any man’s work 
shall be burned, he shall suffer loss ; but he himself shall be saved, 
yet so as by fire.” The phrase, ** where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched,” was probably borrowed from Isa. 66. 24. 

The next passage which I shall notice, is, Psal. 1!. 6. Upon the 
wicked he (God) shall rain snares, fire, and brimstone, and an horri- 
ble tempest ; this shall be the portion of their cup.” Here we were 
told, that if once we were taken in this snare, we should find it dif- 
licult getting ont again, or words to that effect. That the sinner 
cannot deliver himself from the hand of the Almighty, or escape the 
just demerit of his crimes, is certain ; ** for the reward of his hands 
shall be wiv en him,” which is all that can be proved from the above pas- 
sage. That it does not in the least favor the doctrine of endless 
misery, will be seen, if we consult the 69. Psalm, from the 22 to the 
29 vers. where similar language is again used ; and also St. Paul’s 
comment upon the same, in his epistle to the Romans. ‘The lan 
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guage of David, is, ‘* Let their table become a snare before them, 
and that which should have been for their welfare, let it become a 
trap; let their eyes be darkened that they see not, and make their 
loins continually to shake. Pour out the indignation upon them, 
and let thy wrathful anger take hold of thems let their habitation 
be desolate, and let none dwell in their tents, for they persecute him 
whom thou hast smitten, and they talk to the grief of those whom 
thou hast wounded. Add iniquity unto their iniquity, and let them 
not come into thy righteousness. Let them be blotted out of the 
book of the living, and not be written with the righteous.” We will 
now notice St. Paul’s comment upon the above, in the 11. ch. of his 
epistle to the Romans, where we shall find the subject clearly illus- 
trated. Beginning at the 7. ver. he says, ** Israel hath not obtain- 
ed that which he seeketh for, but the election hath obtained it, 
and the rest were blinded ; according as it is written, God hath giv- 
en them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and 
ears that they should not hear unto this day ; and David saith, let 
their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumbling-block unto 
them, let their eyes be darkened that they may not see, and bow 
down their back alway.” He now asks the question, whether they 
have stumbled that they should fall ; and answers it by saying, ‘“* God 
forbid.” In the 25. ver. he informs us that this blindness in part, 
is happened unto Israel only until the fulness of the Gentiles be come 
in, **and so all Israel shall be saved.” 

The next, and last passage which I shall notice as quoted by you, 
and one upon which you laid much stress, is, Matt. 25. 41. ** De- 
part from me ye cursed, into everlasting fire &c.”? This passage you 
carried into another, and a future state of existence ; and asserted, 
that the wicked would then be driven from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the society of Angels and of Saints. But sir, I wish to 
know by what authority, you carry this parable into a future state, 
for its fulfilment ? Our Saviour is not to be reckoned with some of 
our modern divines, who huddle together a discourse without the 
least reference to order, or regularity. He never told us what he 
would do at his coming, without first telling us when he would come ; 
and it is believed, that if divines in general, would observe the same 
order, they would avoid many difficulties. In the 24. ch. Jesus told 
his disciples when he would come, which was to be before that gen- 


eration should pass away ; and the 25. ch. is but a continuation of 


the same subject, in which he told them more particularly what should 
take place at that time. The word everlasting, from which you ar- 
cued the endless duration of punishment, I need say but little about, 
as you finally admitted, thatit was sometimes used ina limited sense. 
But what astonished me, was, that you should rest your doctrine up- 
on equivocal testimony, if you had any positive. ‘he truth is, you 
had none. And here sir, let me advise you, never again to wound 
the feelings of your hearers, by preaching the merciless doctrine of 
endless torture in positive terms, while you have no positive testimo- 
ny to support it. After admitting, that the word everlasting was 
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sometimes used in a limited sense, it was your business to show that 
it vas used in an unlimited sense, in the case before us. But this 
Was aot even aitempted 3 and ali the objection you raised to its be- 
ing used in a limited sense, was, that if it was used in that sense 
When applic «d to the m’sery of the wicked, it must be when applied 
tu the haepiness of the righteous, and to the existence of Gud. — 
Nuw this Is no more por less than suying, that if it is used in a lim- 
iteri sense in one case, it must be in anoth«:, and in all cases. The 
truth is. When this word is appliec te any thing which is finite and 
pensavle, in its Dafure, we are bouna to understand it in a limited 
sense, and when it is applied to any thing which is infinite and im- 
per-hable in its nature, we are to understand it in an unlimited 
seuse. The sense therefore, in which the word is used, can only be 
évormined, by first determining the nature of that to which itis ap- 
Pp ed, 

f new close by obse: ving, that the soul- chilling doctrine of end- 
les woe, is ia opposition to all the dealings of God with his creatures 
in (his world. and ought not to be rec ceived as truth without some 
pesi vive testimony in its support. If you have any such testimony, 
be good enough ta inform me where it 1s, and you will greatly oblige 
a sincere inquirer after truth. Yours respectfully, 


WILLIS HOSKINS 
Lowville, July 21, 1825. 


REQUEST. 

Rey. ayo Drar Srr—Hitherto [ have had the pleasure of read- 
ing your publications, and must acknowledge that I have received 
much information and many new ideas (favor able to your principles) 
from your ingenious and candid manner of discussion. But in my mind 
there are several passages in the scriptures which appear to relate to 

each other. and serve to elucidate their meaning, but in a manner 
differently from your belief. The first is in 1. Thess. 4, 16. ** For 
the Lord: himself shali descend from Heaven with a ‘shout, with 
the voice of the Archaugel, and with the trump of God, and the 
dead in Christ shail rise first.”? Does this refer to Rey. 2. 11. and 
20. 5. ‘Those who rise first, Shall escape the endless punishment, as 
described in Rev. 20. 14. and those that are dead in Christ, that rise 
first, and. those that are written in the book of life shall escape the 
sad dilemma of the second death. 
Yours with the sincerity of 
A CONVERT. 
REPLY. 

The above communication was wade to the late Editor, from whom 
no doubt an auswer was expected. Considering the request a 
reasonable one, and being at all times willing te give an answer to 
every man who asketh a reason of our hope, we offer the following 
for the consideration of the inquirer : 
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The question proposed by a Convert, is, ** Does this (1. Thess. 4, 
(6.) refer to Rev. 2. 11. and 20. 5.” To this question we answer, 


—It does not appear that there is any immediate or necessary con- 
nexion between the passage in Thessalonians, and that in Revela- 


tion. The supposed correspondence in the meaning of these texts, 


is obviously derived from a very common error—that of over- 
looking the context in connexion of 1. Thess. 4. 16. Let it then be 
remarked that the apostle was giving an answer to an inquiry of his 
brethren in Thessalonica, respecting the state of the dead. This 
answer commences at the 13. verse. **But I would not have you to 
be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sor- 
row not even as others which have no hope.’ Here notice Ist, that 
the apostle refers not to the believing dead, in particular, but to 
those who were asleep, or the dead in general ; and this with the 


manifest design of preventing the disciples from sorrowing ‘‘even ag 
others which have no hope.” 

2d. It should be further observed, that as christians, they would 
very naturally have hopes of life, for the believing dead ; but being 
recently converted from heathenism, they might not as yet have re- 
ceived entire satisfaction respecting the state of those who died un- 
converted to the doctrine of the gospel. Hence they might still 
mourn for such, as ** having no hope.” 

3d. The subject from the 14. to the 16. vers. should therefore be 
explained, with reference to the preceding verse, where the dead in 
general are spoken of ; and then it will be seen to mean—that those 
who are dead as Jesus had been, would as certainly be raised to life, 
as that he lived to die no more. Hence the expression, *‘If we be- 
lieve that Jesus died and rose again, even so, them also which sleep 
in Jesus (or are dead) will God bring with him.” And the ex- 
pression ‘‘the dead in Christ shall rise first,” will show the priori- 
ty of the resurrection of the dead, to the change of the living from 
mortality to immortality, and from corruption to incorruption and 
glory. ; 

[t may here be remarked, that the great body of professing chris- 
tians, is even at this time, in a more hopeless state respecting their 
unbelieving departed friends than the heathens ever were. And in 
prospect of their never-ending misery, they emphatically sorrow 
‘even as others which have no hope.” 

By comparing Rev. 2. 11. and 20. and 5, 14. 15. with 14. 9— 
11. it will be perceived, that the ‘second death,” not living ‘‘again 
until the thousaud years are finished,” and the ‘‘lake of fire,” mean 
the same thing—the calamities and torments of a corrupt church un- 
der its apostacy. It will aso appear ‘that this sad dilemma” has 
no affinity with, or relation to ‘endless punishment,” nor will such 
punishment be found ‘described in Rev. 20. 14.” unless the suffer- 
ings of the lake of fire ** day and night” while men “worship the 
beast and his image,” are suppos2d endless. But surely no man in 
the possession of a sound mind, believes that any of the human race 
will worship the symbolical beast of the apocalypse in a future state 
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of existence : or that the immeasurable periods of eternity, will be 
numbered by the endless succession of day and night.” 


wht nl the Christian Enquirer, 
RELIGIOUS INSURANCE COMPANY. 


Yn our Jast uumber, some remarks were made in reference to the 
efforts which are now making by those who consider themseves or- 
thed sx, to obtain by the formation of national societies, so much 

ewer and influence as to establish a neteonal religion. We also 
aliuded to the establishment of the American Fire Insurance Cotn- 
pany in this city, as a part of the machinery, by which this great en- 

ine is to be put im motions & on further re ‘flection.w eare fully satis- 
fied that this is a measure which ought to be thoroughly investigated 
by all the friends of free enquiry. 

It must surely be considered a Re/fiy ous Insurance Company, and 
for the benefit of a parry. It is true, it nominally, perhaps embra- 
ces five denominations of christia’.s: but who are they ? they are 
those who deem themselves orthodox. It embraces however, the 
Methodists, who are not in every point, truly sound in the faith, be- 
cause they deny the five points of C alvapism ; yet on this occasion 
they are squeezed into the ranks of orthodoxy, “because they believe 
in the dectrine of the trinitu, tovement, Se. and thus serve, from 
their numbers, to enhance the orthodox corpse, and present to he- 
terodoxy, a formidable phalanx. ‘I his however, is enly a matter of 
wlicy, for when the great object is attained, not only they, but the 
i. daptists & the other minor sects must submit to the ov rerwhelming i in- 
fluence and power of the Presbyterians. !t is in fact, the latter sect 
alone, which has the management of these institutions ; for the E- 
piscopalians generally oppose them, and but few of that respecta- 
ble and liberal denomination of christians enter heartily into these 
measures. In proof of this, we would ask who are the pr nepal 
efficient officers, of those national institutions P Are they Episcopa- 
lians, Baptists, Methodists ? No, they are Presbyterians. 

The Baptists appear to be so w ell convinced of this, that they are 
taking measures in every state, to rouse th* energies sef their breth- 
ren to adopt measures to educate their ministers, so as to give them 
a character and standing equal to the Presbyterian clergy. ‘The Co- 
lumbian Star, referved to in the last number of our papenmspeaks ve- 
ry emphatically upon this subject,and urges upon this denomination, 
the importance of making exertions to haveran educated ministry, 
which shall be able to increase the influence and power of that sect. 
It clearly shows, that although in the great national societies, they 
pretend to discard sectarian doctrines, yet at home and among their 
friends, they are inclined to encourage it. The Methodists have 
declared, that it was inexpedient to join the national tract society, 
and that institutions of a national character were fraught with dan- 








Religious Insurance Company. 214 


ger, and ought to be avoided. Notwithstanding a few individuals 
were induced to attend the meeting, and to give the Tract Society 
popularity with that sect, were called upon to offer, or second one of 
the resolutions by making an address. ‘The whole of these procee- 
dings we view as a matter of policy, and to give credit to the society 
in different parts of the United States. Let these different sects 
look closely into these things, and they will perceive the correctness 
of what is now stated. 

We wish to be understood, that we do not object to the Presby- 
terians taking the lead in these societies, because we believe they 
are better fitted for the purpose than any other denomination: we 
only wish, that the other sects may not be hood winked by their Jes- 
suitical arts ; and that the sound of union and charity may not lull 
them into an indifference to their rights and privileges. 

Qur principal object when we commenced this article, was to call 
the attention of our readers to the Rel gious Insurance Company ; 
but neither our time nor our. timits will permit us to say all we wish 
on this subjec t. We cannot, however, dismiss it without suggesting 


>» 
a few reflections, which we hope will enable the — of religious 
liberty, to view this institution in a proper light. e object to the 


institution, because its tendency is to give too sical power to one 
sect. 

Here, we shall possibly be told, that it embraces five sects, and it 
is not confined to any one of them exclusively. ‘True, it would ap- 
pear so from the names of the persons nominated as officers, but the 

ejicreat officers are of ove sect, and this will wield the destinies of 
the society. But when we now speak of a sect, we do not mean a- 
ny particular name, but such as unite in the support of what is call- 
ed urthodowy. For instance, they are now called upon to renounce 
their distinctive appellations, and unite as one orthodox sect, 
viz: Lrinitarians, to oppose and put down the common enemy 
of their faith, whether they are classed with Unitarians, Universal- 
ists, Quokers, Christians, or any other denomination, which will 
not euter into their views, and subscribe to their creed. If 
this influence is not checked,it will soon be the case in our country 
yenerally, as it now is in some smaller towns, that no man can buy 
or sell, or do any business with the hope of success, unless he has this 
“mark?? upon him, that he is a friend to missionary, education, tract 
and mite societies. 

If this company is successful in its operations, and if judiciously 
managed, as it ao doubt will be, then other companies similar to it 
will be formed in Phila delphia, Boston, and other ae es, and every 
orthodox person will feel bimself bound to apply. to them for Insu- 
rance, and even if he pays a little more, that is nothing, because the 
surplus profit will be paid over into what is catied the treasury of 
the Lord. If the societies shall thus progress, it will be easily seen 
that imnense sums of money will be collected in this manner, and 
then we ask, what power can resist this influence? Let all these 
great institutions, and these monied companies combine their exer- 
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tions and influence, and what will prevent their determining the fate 
of every election to the State Legislature, and to Congress. And 
when this can he accomplished, we ask what will prevent our having 
a national religion ? 

The same arguments which have been adduced in favor of these 
national institutions, may with greater propriety, be urged in favor 
of a national religion. It is stated, that by combining the talents, 
resources, and exertions of the different societies, the evangelizing 
and conversion of the world may be effected with less expense, and 
with much more certainty. Why may it not with equal propriety, be 
said, that religion may be supported and continued among us at 
much less expense by a union of all the orthodox sects,than by indi- 
vidual societies, as it now is. This will be answered in the affirma- 
tive. Then, when the power is obtained, there is nothing to prevent 
our having a national religion, or provision made by law for the sup- 
port of an orthodox ministry. 

We are not willing that any one sect should have too much pow: 
er ; for however liberal their principles may be, yet they are in dan- 
ger of departing from them, and when an opportunity presents, to 
persecute those who differ from their creed. This has been the 
case in all ages of the world, and there is too much reason to appre- 
hend that it may beso again. There is not a sect on earth to which 
we should be willing to give such undue influence. Let all have e- 
qual rights to prefer and maintain their opinions, and be equally re- 
spected, not for what they profess or believe, but for what they do : 
and let them always be judged by their actions, ‘‘for by their fruits 
ye shall know them.” 


REMARKS. 


We fully accord in the following sentiment, expressed in an edit- 
orial article which appeared in the number of the “ Cristian Enqui 
rer,” immediately preceding that from which the foregoing extract is 
made. ‘It is therefore exceedingly desirable, that means should be 
adopted to concentrate the talents, resources, and energies of the 
friends of liberal christianity : and regardless of minor differences 
of opinion, unite their efforts to keep alive a spirit of free inquiry, 
and to bring forward from every part of the union, the strength and 
talents of hberal christians, in defence of what we deem the cause of 
God, and of truth.” 

This indeed is not a question which concerns only as ingle sects it 
is one that involves the vital interests of every liberal denomination. 
and every enlightened christian upon the globe. For if in our own 
country, where it is our distinguished privilege to enjoy an entire 
exemption from the bondage of a religious establishment, a national 
religion should be palmed upon us; what but a return of the spirit 
of ‘* the dark ages,” could be left to the enlightened dissenters of 
other parts of the world. The great freedom enjoyed under our ex- 
cellent government, has diffused itself over the civilized world ; and 
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the religious condition of mankind has been meliorated from the in- 

fluence ‘of our example, as well as trom the general advancement of 
intellect. Should these fountains of spiritual liberty be once dried 
up in America, the refreshings of their streams would no longer be 
felt on the eastern continent. 

It is not merely from the institution of a Religious Insurance Com- 
pany, that we apprehend our religious liberties are endangered ; 
this is but a single particular in the great number of plans of “exten- 
sive influence, which are now, and have been for some time in ope- 
ration, all tending to the same point—the accumulation of wealth 
and power. Nor. are our convictions founded exclusively on the ex- 
istence of any, or all of the monied institutions of a religious char- 
acter, In our ‘country. 

The press groans with the praise of clerical and orthodox schemes. 
and often more than intimates the utility, if not the necessity of a 
national religion. ‘The orthodox periodical publications, if they do 
not avow the wish to control the public purse, or a determination to 
do so,as soon as they have power, are loud in their complaints of the 
inconveniences under which they labour for want of permanent funds. 
Surely if we may judge from appearances, the funds of the respec- 
tive religious corporations are not only sufficiently permanent, but 
abundantly yroductive for all their ostensible objects. 

Our very collegiate exercises occasionally present us with a disser 
tation on the subject of an established religion, as if to feel the 
public pulse with the hand of a Tyro, under the eye of the Preces. 

With all these facts before us, it is truly matter of astonishment, 
ihat so little interest is manifested in the subject. Occasionally in- 
deed, some periodical paper sounds the trumpet of alarm ; but its 
sound is permitted to die away without an echo from community.— 
We are gravely told, on the publication of an infamous * circular,’ 
that the orthodox are still. This very silence which is construed 
into inattention, is net because thev are insensible to the impor- 
tance of the subject : but because its agitation might excite a 
spirit of investigation, eventuating in the “developement of the va- 
rious plans which in. their operation are filling the coffers of 
sect, at the expense of the ignorant, the enthusiastic, and the in- 
digent ; and endangering the political safety, and religious liberty 
of the state. 


| 


PROGRESS OF TRUTH. 


{t is remarkable, that while mankind have very generally cherish- 
ed such truths as were only applicable to natural science, they have 
been strongly inclined to the most degr ading and unnatural arvers in 
religion. “Fhe history of man is replete with evidence, that religious 
delusion is among the latest subjects of reformation. All that. we 
know of the people of Isracl—of the different Gentile nations at the 
introduction of the gospel: and in fact, much that we see in the 
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chiistian church from the middle of the fourth century to the pres- 
ent time, gu to establish the above remark. 

Whence is this peculiar fact derived P From the universal im- 
pression, that al. which concerns religion, must be stupendously 
geeat, or unaccountably marveilous. ‘This impression has been the 
ever-fruitful nurse of ail the visionary and phantastic theories which 
the teeming brain of fear, fancy or superstition has yet produced. 
Nor have the mischiefs ended here. It has not been enough, that 
senseless dogmas, and idle schemes should be received—they have 
been cherished with a pertinacity bordering on madness, and defend- 
ed and advocated with a zeal absolutely infernal. If any one doubt 
this, let him read the book of Acts, and there learn in what manner 
the Jewsand Heathens maintained their religion: let him learn, that 
many thousands of the human race, have suffered death, merely for 
opposing the encroachments of forms and ceremonies, and abuses in 
the popish church. 

The Jews until their return from Babylon were very often the 
grossest idolators 3 and both before and after the advent of Christ, 
readily received the basest impostors. And it is probable that as 
many Jews have suffered death in following these false christs, as 
have yet been converted to the gospel of the true Messiah. 

The progress of christianity was extremely limited in Palestine, 
during the “apostolic ministry ; and it was full three hundred years 
before it became the pr edominant religion of the Roman empire.— 
Scarcely had it obtained the ascendanc y over the superstitions of 


heatheuism, when it was corrupted by the very idolatry over which 
it had triumphed. 


We are not for ages and centuries, to witness the march of truth, 

ut we may behold it bound, tortured, mutilated, and obscured, by 
policy, and power, and ignorance, until universal corruption defiled 
the church. 

A few minds were at length aroused from this torpor, of delusion 
and error, and men were once more called to the search after truth. 
These congenial spirits held the torch and condacted the way—rath- 
er to the detection of error, than to the discovery of truth. But e- 
ven this was an approximation to truth ; for known errors were avoid- 
ed, and the way prepared for the establishment of a system of in- 
vestigation, which must eventuate in the illumination of the world. 

Accordingly since the commencement of the reformation, consid- 
erable progress has been made towards the emancipation of the bu- 
man mind from the slavery of superstition. Men most eminent for 
moral worth aud intellectual endowments—of the highest reputation 
and standing in the church, have industriously explored, and fear- 
lessly taught truths which had long been buried in the rubbish of er- 
rer. 2 A spirit of inquiry b: dering on enthusiasm, has every where 
diffused itself, in prote ‘stant countries, and extended its influence in 
a greater or less degree over the dominions of the Pope, and from 
the dreary region of Siberia to the plains of the Ganges. Biblical 
criticism has been cherished with a manly and becoming zeal ; the 
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efforts of its votaries have been crowned with success in the dis- 
covery and collation of manuscripts ; and their labors honored with 
the approbation of the learned, the wise, and the good. Nor have 
these principles actuated the learned alone—community has been 
taught to reflect, to reason, and to investigate. Absurd and contra- 
dictory theories have been attacked and exploded 5 the claims of spir- 
itual dominion rejected ; the efficacy of human "creeds qustioned 3 
and the right of private "judgment asserted and maintained. 

Governments have caught the general impulse, and have either 
abjured a national creed, or rescinded its edicts against dissenters. 
The last dread institution of religious barbarisim—the Inquisition, 
was not, yet is; but is no longer the terror of the nitions. its fa- 
miliars have felt the humanizing touch of truth, and trembled atthe 
recollection of their unnatural, and unuttered cruelties. The spirit 
of charity has imparted philanthropy to the heart, and liberality of 
sentiment extended the hand of fellowship, beyond the circle of sec- 
tarian communion, 

Let then these principles and practices be cherished ; let the can- 
did, the rational. the liberal persevere ; let the enlizhtened expose 
error, and let truth be announced in purity and simplicity, and the 
time will soon come when persecution will want a country, and big- 
otry a home 3 then charity shall warm every heart, and mankind feel 


that the genias of the gospel, 185 ** peace on earth, and good-will to- 
ward men.” 


To the Editor of the Universalist. 

Dear Str—If you thin.. this communication not unworthy a place 
in your learned and excellent Unive salist, you are requested to in- 
sert it. 

INED, in this town, on the 14th inst. Miss Acusan Munson, 
daughter of Mr. Wm. Munson, aged about 16. She suffered one of 
the most obstinate diseases that ever afflict our race. Tr uly might 
it be said, that the King of terrors approached with tardy but dread- 
ful steps, in the most appalling and cruel form, with all his pangs 
and tortures, and mighty elements of woe. But while her lingering 
and protracted distress awakened the most exquisite feelings of com- 
misseration in the public mind, she had one unfailing comfort, one 
divine solace that imparted resignation, patience, strength and tri- 
umph to her victorious mind. Notwithstanding she was young, she 
had acquired some intellectual attainments, and had cherished the 
social and moral virtues. And in spite of the force of popular o- 
inion, she had searched the Revelation of Heaven, and established 
‘ee faith and contidence in God as the benefactor and Saviour of all 
mankind. She would often speak of death with the most tranquil 
composure, as her final happy deliverance from the sufferings of frail 
mortality. Months before her death she requested the w riter of this 
article to deliver her funeral discourse from Isaiah, liv. And altho’ 
great pains were taken, by the ministers of the gospel of everlasting 














1G New Publication—Woman. 


death, i convert her to their sentiments, she remained unshaken, and 
never for a moment doubted the veracity, justice and mercy of her 
heavenly Father, which were all engaged in the restoration of the 
great k indred Frate rnity of intelligences to holiness and happiness. 
T once asked her, on an ev ening W hen it was thought she would not 
survive the night, if she still believed in the final salvation of all 
men? ‘She answered, ‘*} do believe through the goodness of God, 
that all will be saved.” “ You know (said I) it is the opinion of 
many, that this oe will do to live by, but not to die by.”— 
she answered, ** 1 - not accountable for what others think or say, 
{ am certain it will do for we to die by.” Yes, it really did answer, 
it was to her a ground of hope, a fountain of living joy, a rich and 
bright theme of pious meditation, which conquered death, and shed 
upon the last rays of the vital lamp, the blissful triumph of cmmor- 
tabbty. 

Our opposers say their doctrine is true, because they do not re 
nounce it at death. How amply might we prove our doctrine in that 
same way ; but as we have much better proot ‘* the law and the tes- 
timony,”’ we will make no farther use of this, than to show from 
facts that the doctrine of all God’s holy Prophets, will even do to die 
by as well as to live by. 

What think ye reader ? Do you believe there was in creation a 
man that trembled and groaned on his death bed, becouse he really 
feared that all mankind ‘would be happy in heaven ? No, you must 


see it is because they fear that it will not be so, that they tremble 
and shake, and of course, it is not universalism which ever brings 
despair upon the soul but the want of it. 


L. C. TODD. 
Salisbury, Jlugust 25th, 1825. 


NEW PUBLICATION. 

A new weekly paper, devoted to the dissemination of the gospel 
of salvation is about to be published at Cleaveland, — entitled 
ihe ** Messencer or Sarvation,” and Edited by Br. J. S. Green. 
This is an important location, and promises the iuture advancement 
of religious knowledge among an increasing and widely extended 
population who are nearly “destitute of the preached word.— 
The Lord smile upon the unde: ‘taking, and bless its youthful con- 
ductor. 


-_-—- —- 


WOMAN.—The female sex is greatly superior to the male, ia 
mildness, patience, benevolence, affection, and attachment. While 
ihe crimes of women, like prodigies excite our wonder ; their virtues 
occupy every corner of society, and constitute in its rude or civil- 
ized state, the cement and the ornament of life. —Chris. Ing. 
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